
TERMINATION & 
RESTORATION OF THE 

KLAMATH TRIBES
PART I

Tribal History/Shared History

Klamath Tribes



ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION

What is it that defines your connection to a 

group, and can this be taken away?



GUIDING QUESTIONS

Have you ever been forced to make a choice 
when both options available to you are bad? 

How do you know youõre making the best 
choice?

How does it feel to have no good choice?



Grade for this assignment
This assignment will be graded 
differently, as we need to enter the 
grades now. What grade do you think 
you will get on the assignment?

Please write that grade up by your 
name on the worksheet.

-Predict what your grade will be on 

this assignment if youõre wrong & 

donõt get the grade you anticipate you 

automatically get a 50%.

or

-Take a 70% on the assignment now 

and not risk getting a lower grade.



Learning 
Objectives

Students will review the firsthand stories of tribal 
members and how Termination impacted them 
at an individual and community level.

Review

Students will be able to analyze the information 
tribal members had when deciding if they should 
withdraw or remain part of a private trust.

Analyze

Students will understand the complex process of 
the termination of the Klamath Tribes.

Understand

Students will be able to describe the impacts of 
both the termination and restoration on the 
Klamath Tribes.

Describe



Vocabulary

Per capita: Distribution of 
tribal property or money to 
each tribal member on an 
individual basis.

Termination: The action of 
ending something or coming to 
an end.

Restoration: The action of 
returning something to a 
former owner, place, or 
condition.



Background

ʳ Native American tribes are sovereign nations equal in their power to 

states but not quite to foreign nations.  They are legally defined as 

òdomestic, dependent nationsó.

ð Per treaty agreements, Indian Tribes gave up lands in return for services 

provided by the Federal Government.  Such as protection, health care, 

education, food and other assistance for the general welfare of the people.

ð The Federal Government has agreed to always (forever and ever) take care of 

and provide for Indian tribes. This was promised in exchange for their land.



What is Termination 
of a tribe?

ʳ Breaking of the treaty 

(contract) signed 

between the Tribe and 

the federal government.

ʳ Treaties are considered 

òthe law of the landó or 

a binding obligation.

ʳ Termination ends that 

contract and all the 

promises it made, 

because it ends the 

tribe.



Goals of Termination

End

ÅEnd Indian 
tribes' status as 
sovereign (power 
to govern 
themselves) 
nations.

Stop

ÅStop federal 
supervision and 
trust 
responsibilities 
for Indian Tribes. 

Assimilate

ÅAssimilate 
Native 
Americans 
(make them like 
everyone else).



Klamath Tribes Legislative Timeline

1864

Tribes sign Treaty of 1864

ÅLand holdings reduced from 22 million 
acres to a 1.9-million-acre reservation

ÅKlamath, Modoc & Yahooskin Band of 
Paiute Indians

1872-1873

Modoc War

ÅJuly 6, 1872 ðJune 4, 1873

ÅModoc leaders hung others 
removed to Indian Territory 
(Oklahoma)

August 13, 1954

Termination Act

ÅTerminated federal obligation to 
Native American tribes

August 27, 1986

Restoration 

ÅH.R. 3554 Klamath Indian Tribes 
Restoration Act.

ÅRestored federal recognition of Klamath 
Tribes

1986-present

Self Determination

Åprotect, preserve and enhance 
the spiritual, cultural and physical 
values and resources of the tribes



Klamath Reservation

ʳ Environment: lakes, rivers, valleys, high 

lands, mountains, large stands of timber

ʳ The red line is traditional roaming lands of 

the Klamath Tribes, over 22 million acres.

ʳ The blue line is the reservation boundary 

of 1.2 million acres.

ð Crater Lake is a traditional and 

sacred place to the Klamath, 

however, was excluded from the 

reservation against the tribes wishes.

ʳ The green line is the reservation boundary 

at the time of termination in 1954.



Klamath Tribes Land Loss

Land loss video 25 seconds https://youtu.be/h1AcN9da8i8

https://youtu.be/h1AcN9da8i8


Why Terminate Tribes?

The federal government would no longer be 
financially responsible for the tribe if the 
tribe as a political entity no longer existed. 

If the tribe ceased to legally exist, the 
natural resources that were once just theirs 
would now be available for others to use.



Can you tell me who is in charge by looking at these images? 



Klamath Tribal Government

At the top of the Klamath Tribal Government System is the General Council

-General Council is all enrolled members of the Klamath Tribes over the age of 18.

The tribal members/General Council elect a Tribal Council to help carry out the will of the 
people.

-This is a 10-person elected council that includes a Tribal Chairman, Vice Chairman, 
Secretary, Treasure, and 6 members at large.

This form of government is based off of a blending of traditional practices as well as 
sampling from US government practices as part of the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934. 



Pre-Termination the Klamath 
People were doing very well. 

As a tribe the Klamath had economic security due to 
their extensive natural resources.

They had an active government that represented the 
will of the people.

The Klamath Tribes was one of the wealthiest tribes in 
the nation.

The Klamath people received monthly per capita 
checks based of the tribe's multiple business interests.

The Tribe had an agency with government buildings, 
schools, & a hospital (see image).

The people were happy.



CHILOQUIN PRE TERMINATION
THE KLAMATH TRIBES OWNED ONE OF THE LARGEST AREAS OF  
TIMBER IN THE US. THEY OWNED AND OPERATED THREE MILLS 
ON THE RESERVATION. THE PRODUCTION WAS SO HIGH THAT THE 
RAILROAD STOPPED IN CHILOQUIN TO TAKE ON LOGS.  



H.C.R. 108
Public Law 587
Å In August 1954, Congress passed Public Law 

587, terminating the relationship between 

the Klamath Tribes and the United States. 

Å This required selling all land and belongings. 

Å Federal services would no longer be offered 

such as health clinics and schools. 

Å Most of the Klamath Indians never voted to 

accept Termination.

Å Tribal members were given the option to 

withdraw and receive a cash payment from 

the sale of the Tribes assets or remain as a 

private business/cooperation.



KLAMATH 
TRIBAL 
COUNCIL 
1955



Why did 
Tribal 

Council 
finally vote to 

accept 
Termination?

ʳ They began to see Termination as inevitable and 

were receiving enormous pressure from the 

federal government.

ʳ The federal government put a hold on all 

reimbursements and per capita payments to the 

Klamath people.

ð The Klamath people needed and depended 

on this money.

ð It was a power move by the federal 

government to force the Tribal Council to 

vote for Termination.

ʳ To this day it is highly debated among tribal 

members whether the Tribal Council had the 

authority to vote for Termination without the 

consent of the majority ofGeneral Council, even 

if the tribe was being extorted.

ʳ General Council had made their feelings clear by 

rejecting Termination in two separate votes.



Timber & Termination
¢ƘŜ YƭŀƳŀǘƘΩǎ ƭƻƎƎŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƛƳōŜǊ ƻƴ ŀ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŜŘ-yield basis.  

ð ¢ƘŜ ǘǊƛōŜΩǎ мΣмлтΣупс ŀŎǊŜǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜŘ нс҈ ƻŦ YƭŀƳŀǘƘ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǘƛƳōŜǊΦ  

ð Annual tribal revenue from timber was $2.5 million this paid for tribal operations and per-capita. 

ð The Klamath Basin drew 40% of its economic wealth from timber.

In the end, 77% of tribal members ended up voting to withdraw and accept a cash payment. The sale of 
Klamath timber was the only way to fund the payout.  Officials sold 3.3 billion feet of timber and flooded the 
market. Dropping the value of the timber for tribal members, the Klamath Basin and Nation.



What happens when so much timber is sold 
all at once?

ʳ¢ƘŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ άŦƭƻƻŘŜŘέ (there was more timber than 
demand at the time) and the price of the timber is lower than it 
would normally be.

ʳIt was this impact on the timber market and economy in general 
that led to opposition of Termination from non-Indian 
community leaders.

ʳHowever, even with opposition from the Tribe and local 
community, Termination legislation still passed.



DECISIONS & OUTCOMES

Remaining a 
tribe was not an 
option.  You 
could choose to 
withdrawal and 
get a cash 
payment or 
remain as part 
of a private trust.

01
If you failed 
to vote you 
would 
remain a 
member of 
the trust. 

02
Parents felt a 
heavy weight 
in having to 
decide the 
future of their 
children.

03
Termination 
caused huge 
conflict and 
division 
amongst the 
tribe both at the 
time and in the 
years to come.

04
The wounds of 
termination 
still run deep 
within the 
tribe to this 
day.

05



Did the government think the individual 
Indians would be successful?

A report was requested by the Secretary of the Interior to see if 
the Klamath Tribes were ready for Termination. 

Researches at Stanford University found that the Tribe was not 
ready for Termination and that the results would be disastrous 
and not in the best interests of the tribe.

The Government ignored the report and its recommendations 
and continued with Termination.



HOW TERMINATION 
WORKED

Each tribal 
member voted to 
withdraw or 
remain part of a 
private trust.  At 
the time of the 
vote, one was not 
sure what the 
withdrawing 
payment would be.

01
The vote was held 
on April 1, 1958.  
If you choose to 
withdraw you 
waited for the 
resources of the 
tribe to be 
assessed and 
liquidated (sold). 

02
Payments in the 
amount of 
$43,000 were 
paid to the 1,440 
withdrawn 
members on April 
1, 1961.

03
The Klamath 
Tribe as a 
political entity 
no longer 
existed. 

04


